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1. Aims 

 
Our school aims to:   

 Have robust processes in place to ensure the online safety of pupils, staff, volunteers 
and governors 

 Deliver an effective approach to online safety, which empowers us to protect and 
educate the whole school community in its use of technology 

 Establish clear mechanisms to identify, intervene and escalate an incident, where 
appropriate 

2. Legislation and Guidance 

 
This policy is based on the Department for Education’s statutory safeguarding guidance, 
Keeping Children Safe in Education, and its advice for schools on preventing and tackling 
bullying and searching, screening and confiscation. It also refers to the Department’s 
guidance on protecting children from radicalisation. 
 
It reflects existing legislation, including but not limited to the Education Act 1996 (as 
amended), the Education and Inspections Act 2006 and the Equality Act 2010. In addition, it 
reflects the Education Act 2011, which has given teachers stronger powers to tackle cyber-
bullying by, if necessary, searching for and deleting inappropriate images or files on pupils’ 
electronic devices where they believe there is a ‘good reason’ to do so. 

 

The policy also takes into account the National Curriculum computing programmes of study. 
 

3. Roles and Responsibilities 

 

3.1 The Governing Body 
 

The governing board has overall responsibility for monitoring this policy and holding the 
Headteacher to account for its implementation.  The governing board will co-ordinate regular 
meetings with appropriate staff to discuss online safety, and monitor online safety logs as 
provided by the Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL).  
 
All governors will: 

 Ensure that they have read and understand this policy 

 Agree and adhere to the terms on acceptable use of the school’s ICT systems and the 
internet (appendix 2) 

 

3.2 The Headteacher 
 

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that staff understand this policy, and that it is 
being implemented consistently throughout the school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preventing-and-tackling-bullying
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protecting-children-from-radicalisation-the-prevent-duty
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2006/40/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/21/contents/enacted
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-computing-programmes-of-study
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3.3 The Designated Safeguarding Lead 
 

Details of the school’s designated safeguarding lead (DSL) and deputies are set out in our 
child protection policy and procedures. 
The DSL takes lead responsibility for online safety in school, in particular: 

 Supporting the Headteacher in ensuring that staff understand this policy and that it is 
being implemented consistently throughout the school 

 Working with the Headteacher, ICT manager and other staff, as necessary, to address 
any online safety issues or incidents 

 Ensuring that any online safety incidents are logged (see appendix 4) and dealt with 
appropriately in line with this policy 

 Ensuring that any incidents of cyber-bullying are logged and dealt with appropriately in 
line with the school behaviour policy 

 Updating and delivering staff training on online safety (appendix 3 contains a self-audit 
for staff on online safety training needs) 

 Liaising with other agencies and/or external services if necessary 

 Providing regular reports on online safety in school to the Headteacher and/or 
governing body 

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. 
 
3.4 The ICT manager (external company – Partnership Education) 
 
The ICT manager is responsible for: 

 Putting in place appropriate filtering and monitoring systems, which are updated on a 
regular basis and keep pupils safe from potentially harmful and inappropriate content 
and contact online while at school, including terrorist and extremist material 

 Ensuring that the school’s ICT systems are secure and protected against viruses and 
malware, and that such safety mechanisms are updated regularly 

 Conducting a full security check and monitoring the school’s ICT systems on a basis 

 Blocking access to potentially dangerous sites and, where possible, preventing the 
downloading of potentially dangerous files 

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. 
 
3.5 All staff and volunteers 
 
All staff, including contractors and agency staff, and volunteers are responsible for:  

 Maintaining an understanding of this policy 

 Implementing this policy consistently 

 Agreeing and adhering to the terms on acceptable use of the school’s ICT systems 
and the internet (appendix 2), and ensuring that pupils follow the school’s terms on 
acceptable use (appendix 1) 

 Working with the DSL to ensure that any online safety incidents are logged (see 
appendix 4) and dealt with appropriately in line with this policy 
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 Ensuring that any incidents of cyber-bullying are dealt with appropriately in line with 
the school behaviour policy 

This list is not intended to be exhaustive. 
 
3.6 Parents 
 
Parents are expected to:  

 Notify a member of staff or the Headteacher of any concerns or queries regarding this 
policy 

 Ensure their child has read, understood and agreed to the terms on acceptable use of 
the school’s ICT systems and internet (appendix 1) 

Parents can seek further guidance on keeping children safe online from the following 
organisations and websites: 

 What are the issues?, UK Safer Internet Centre: 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/what-are-issues 

 Hot topics, Childnet International: http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-
topics 

 Parent factsheet, Childnet International: http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/parents-
factsheet-09-17.pdf  

  

3.7 Visitors and members of the community 
Visitors and members of the community who use the school’s ICT systems or internet will be 
made aware of this policy, when relevant, and expected to read and follow it. If appropriate, 
they will be expected to agree to the terms on acceptable use (appendix 2).   
 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/what-are-issues
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics
http://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers/hot-topics
http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/parents-factsheet-09-17.pdf
http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/parents-factsheet-09-17.pdf

